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This book contains a large number of symbols used in the Patutiki (Marquesan tattoo) at Henua Énana, "the
Land of Men" (the archipelago Of the Marquesas Islands in French Polynesia). The meaning of many of
these symbolic patterns, was lost with time and most of these symbols are for a long time mysterious, which
is at the origin of an amalgam of the different styles of Polynesian tattoos (the Tamoko Maori, the Tahitian
Tatau, the Tatatau Samoan, the Marquisian Patutiki ...). Today, too often, there is an erroneous use and an
improbable mixture of these motifs with very different symbolism (from one archipelago to another, from
one island to another, from one valley to another, One family to another ...). The Patutiki is the most widely
used tattoo in the Polynesian tattoo world, because from the beginning of the 19th century to the beginning
of the 20th century, Russian, German and American scientists came to take up these "mysterious symbols"
on this archipelago. Published several very complete works on the Marquesans and their art. The design of
the Patutiki is the most used, but few people know its true origin and even less its true meaning. The often
erroneous, or even reinvented, definitions of these ancestral symbols, disseminated by communication tools
such as the Internet, television and the press, led the author from Nuku-Hiva (Marquesas Islands) to do
research very thorough, accompanied by two doctors in anthropology and archeology, Marie-Noëlle and
Pierre Ottino-Garanger. The author has redrawn and classified each symbol in order to better deliver their
meanings (because there can be several for a single symbol ...) and finally make accessible to all their
understanding.
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